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ProductReview

Luxul is a networking manufacturer founded 
in 2000 and acquired by Legrand in 2016. The 
company has developed a strong position within 
the custom installation channel, with products 
that are both simple-to-deploy while delivering 
professional-grade performance. All Luxul 
products feature free lifetime technical support 
and firmware updates, a three-year hardware 
warranty, and the added benefit of not being 
available for sale anywhere on the internet. For 
the sake of transparency, I will say upfront that 
my company has been using Luxul hardware as 
our primary network provider for the past couple 
of years. 

Late last year, Luxul released the Epic 3 
(model number XWR-3150), to replace the -3100 
model at the top of its wireless router category. 
While the performance features remain 
unchanged between the two 
models, the XWR-3150 
features additional 
memory to run 
Domotz remote 
m a n a g e m e n t 
software. 

Luxul also sent 
along its PDU-
16, a network-
controlled power 
distribution unit. For space 
reasons, I’ll just say that the PDU-16 

is a thin-profile power distribution piece with 16 
total outlets, eight of which are IP controllable. It is 
full-rack (42U) height, and thin enough to tuck into 
the corner of a rack and be out of the way, or mount 
to a wall. Eight of the outlets can be remotely power 
cycled, or set to automatically reboot if they lose 

Luxul
Epic 3  
High Performance 
Wireless Router

B Y  J O H N  S C I A C C A

The days of having to explain the importance of a solid, stable, well-designed 
network to our clients are mostly over. Now our customers understand the 
fact that numerous systems in their home are 100-percent dependent on the 
network being up and running, and they no longer question the wisdom of 
investing in high performance network gear compared to something found 
on a shelf at a big box store. This is particularly true if they have lived through 
the modern-day nightmare, which is buffering during streaming or spotty Wi-
Fi connections.

801.822.5450
luxul.com

Kudos

High power Wi-Fi broadcast; 
built-in wireless control-
ler terrific for large house 
roaming; Router Limits 
and Domotz deliver large 
added value

Concerns

Doesn’t support full Giga-
bit WAN-to-LAN throughput; 
Domotz requires purchase/
subscription

Product Specs

Epic 3
4 4x4 MU-MIMO (Wave 2) 

technology with four 5dBi 
omni-directional antennas

4 Dual band 2.4 and 5GHz 
beamforming 

4 Luxul Roam Assist 
technology to manage up 
to two additional wireless 
access points

4 Built-in remote 
management via Domotz 
and parental controls with 
Router Limits

4 Connections: 4 Gigabit 
LAN ports, 1 WAN 
port, 4 RPSMA female 
antenna ports, 1 USB 3.0, 
12-volt/3-amp power 
supply.

PDU-16
4 16 power outlets, 8 IP 

controllable
4 Full-size rack form factor 

(42U); Rack or wall mount 
with included hardware

4 Self-healing configurable 
4 Domotz compatible
4 $25,000 onnected 

equipment surge 
warranty “Luxul’s XWR-3150
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connection to an IP address. Further, the PDU-16 works seamlessly with Luxul’s 
Domotz integration (described below).

The Epic 3 router is roughly the size of a hardback book and feels fairly 
substantial. The front panel has multiple LED indicators displaying power, 
status, USB and internet connection, 2.4 and 5 GHz transmission, and the 
connection of its four LAN ports. Around back are connections for the four 
external, high-powered Wi-Fi antennas, four Gigabit LAN ports, a WAN 
port, and a power connection. There is also a factory default reset button and 
an on/off button for simple power cycling. The Epic 3 can be wall mounted 
or placed on a table or shelf. The single USB 3.0 port is located on the left 
side of the router. 

While it likely won’t affect too many users, it is important to note the 
Epic 3 does not have full Gigabit WAN-to-LAN throughput, maxing out 
at around 600-650 Mbps. (Since my internet provider currently maxes 
out at 100 Mbps, I was unable to test this.) Should customers require true 
Gigabit speeds, they would step up to Luxul’s Epic 5 series, which features 
increased processing horsepower and includes dual-WAN connections and 
rack mounting capability. The Epic 5 does not include any on-board wireless.

Setup was relatively quick and painless, with an easy-to-understand 
configuration GUI. Out of the box, the router broadcasts Wi-Fi on both 
2.4 and 5 GHz bands, simplifying wireless connection for configuration. 
Once connected, you can setup all of the usual items including reserving IP 
addresses, configuring wireless security and guest networking, setting VLANs 
and Dynamic DNS, Quality of Service (QoS), VPN, USB file sharing, etc. 

Some additional useful tools on board include the ability to backup 
and restore the router’s configuration file, downloadable system logs for 
troubleshooting issues on the network, Ping and Trace Route utilities, and an 
iPerf server to measure the actual speed of the network throughput. 

What really sets the Epic 3 apart, however, are the next three features, 
which really make this router not only terrific in most medium-to-large sized 
projects, but also ups its salability and usefulness to the custom channel. 

First, is the built-in wireless controller featuring Luxul’s Roam Assist 
technology. With this, you can add up to two additional Luxul wireless access 
points to create a massive bubble of seamless Wi-Fi roaming. The router 
manages client connections as they roam about the house, automatically 
moving them to the nearest/strongest wireless signal. Combined with two 
additional high-powered access points, you can easily provide outstanding 
Wi-Fi throughout a residence up to 10,000 square feet. (For even larger 
projects requiring more Wi-Fi control, Luxul offers a separate wireless 
controller capable of managing up to 16 access points.)

The next terrific feature is Router Limits. This is a third-party company 
that provides cloud-based parental controls to make the internet a safer place 
for your family. With Router Limits, you can sort devices into groups–Dad, 
Mom, kids, AV, etc.–and then apply filters to each. You can lock down 
web browsing, allowing only Safe Search via Google or Bing, or enforce 
YouTube restricted mode. With a couple of clicks, you can block categories 
like dating, gambling, or pornography, or other specific sites. You can also 

lock devices off the internet for specific periods, say during an 

established homework or bedtime. Plus, you can see the history of all traffic 
going through the router, which can’t be deleted or edited. With an 11-year-
old daughter in our home, this feature was a huge seller for my wife. Router 
Limits is available on the Epic 3 (or other Luxul routers) at no charge.

Finally, is Domotz, which provides remote network monitoring and 
management. When enabled, Domotz auto discovers all IP devices on the 
network, names and maps them, and pulls all pertinent information. Domotz 
can then notify you of any network issues, such as loss of internet or if a 
device has dropped off line. It automatically runs speed tests to locate any 
lag or dropped ISP issues. What’s really cool is that it also gives you a way 
to connect to any device on the network remotely, just as if you were on site, 
such as to configure a setting in an AV receiver, reboot network controllers, 
or create a TCP tunnel for remotely programming a device, like a Lutron 
lighting controller. You can also set up a collaboration session to share your 
remote login with someone for additional support. Domotz is free to try for 
21 days, but then is billed either on a subscription basis, or $199 for a lifetime 
license. However, the first time you need to use it to remotely log into a job, 
it will more than pay for itself.

What can I say about the Epic 3’s performance except that it has worked 
flawlessly. The four antennas delivered terrific Wi-Fi strength and speed 
throughout my home. All of my high traffic network devices, like Tidal 
streaming and Kaleidescape HD playback, run without a hitch. I used the 
Domotz feature several times to remotely log into my system to check things 
and examine historic internet speeds. Coupled with Router Limits and 
Luxul’s Roam Assist technology to manage two additional access points, the 
Epic 3 is a potent package. 

  residentialsystems.com  |  R E S I D E N T I A L  S Y S T E M S  37

You can add up to two additional 
Luxul wireless access points  
to create a massive bubble  

of seamless Wi-Fi roaming.“ ” 800/233-4717 • www.arlingtonlowvoltage.comArlington

NON-METALLIC • INDOOR/OUTDOOR

PROTECT SECURITY DEVICES, POWER BACKUPS
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EB1212BP
with Back Plate

EB0708BL
7" x 8" x 3.5"

Arlington's OUTDOOR
RATED enclosure boxes
protect and secure power
backups, security devices
and other valuable
equipment.

• Heavy-duty, UV rated 
gray or black material 

• 4 sizes... with or       
without a backplate. 
Back plate allows for 
maintenance - mounting 
of components after box 
is installed

• Meet NEMA 3R        
requirements

Lockable

Outdoor 

Rated

EB1212
12" x 12" x 4"

EBL1

EB1111
11" x 11" x 3.5"

EBL1 cam lock
Sold Separately

EB12126
12" x 12" x 6" (not shown)
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