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grounds’ speakers. 
The home is wide open with minimal 

wall space. Installing multi-gang switch 
plates was not an option, so SmartHouse 
utilized Lutron for all the lighting and had 
six-button keypads strategically placed 
throughout the multiple levels. 

More of a hurdle was meeting today’s 
requirement for proper network and Inter-
net service. SmartHouse installed a Luxul 
network and enterprise-grade Wi-Fi system 
so the network was strong and reliable. But 
the big obstacle was getting bandwidth to the 
island for Internet and streaming. The home-
owners tried satellite but that did not work, 
so SmartHouse turned to a cellular solution. 

The integrator installed a cellular anten-
na on a tower and pointed it to the clos-
est cell tower. From the antenna, install-
ers fed a cellular modem with a SIM card 
and then fed the router and switches. 
The homeowners are consistently getting 

20MB to 30MB download speeds for the 
cost of a basic cellular plan. Streaming vid-
eo and accessing the home system remotely 
is not an issue, according to the integrator.

Keeping an eye on the property from 
the mainland is critical. The integrator 
installed a comprehensive security system 
and paired it with four Visualint IP cam-
eras with full video analytics. 

When the home is not occupied, there 
are several macros running for lighting and 
even outdoor music. The camera analytics 
are used as trip lines and trigger lights and 
notifications based on arming status and 
time of day. No one can approach the home 
without SmartHouse knowing about it.

What started as a small vacation home 
on a remote island has turned into quite a 
destination for the clients, who now have 
all the comfort and access they need while 
relaxing on their private oasis in the Florida 
sun. Getting cellular data to the island to 

feed the home made this possible and the 
home has functioned flawlessly. The inte-
grator even receives images from the client 
showing how much she loves her cameras 
and can watch the kids playing in the water.

Additionally, with geo-fencing set up 
the home really comes to life as the family 
approaches by boat. When they are ready 
to leave for the main land a single button 
push on the Lutron keypad initiates the 
lockdown macro. 

EASY A/V ACCESS KEEPS 
FUN & GAMES FLOWING 
OUTSIDE

THIS 6,000-plus square-foot, light and 
bright custom home was built in the heart 
of the prestigious Dallas neighborhood of 
Highland Park. The owners envisioned two 
outdoor living spaces, with each space visi-
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ble from the interior of the home, and called
on Carrollton, Texas-based DeVance AV
Design to address their outdoor tech wishes.

The first space is an elegant loggia sepa-
rating the family room and the outdoors
only by a wall of glass doors and windows,
creating a virtual extension of the family
room into the outdoor spaces. DeVance
leaned on its relationship with the build-
er, Booth Brothers Homes, communicat-
ing with their architects, landscapers and
designers to help outfit the exterior (and
interior) with the appropriate solutions.

For audio in the loggia, DeVance
installed 6-inch round Origin Acoustic
speakers into the white boarded ceiling. A
sleek, mounted Samsung 65-inch Ultra 4K
TV above the white brick fireplace can be
enjoyed while entertaining. The glass doors
that separate these two areas can be opened
fully, allowing the flow of the automated
home to expand easily to the outdoors.

The exterior lighting, pool lights, and
ceiling fans, are controlled by a Lutron
RadioRA system. A keypad is located just
inside the loggia doors. And just as easily,

the homeowner can work the whole-house
RTI control system from the app on his

iPad or iPhone.
The second outdoor

space is a cabana beckon-
ing from the far end of
the pool. The homeown-
ers and their guests can
relax under cover while
watching sports on the
65-inch Samsung TV,
and with audio from a
Sonos Playbar mounted
under it, the homeowner

enjoys surround sound for the game as well
as an enhanced quality of sound for stream-
ing music in the cabana.

A Sony Blu-ray player, Apple TV,
and two cable boxes are shared sources
through an Atlona switch in the main
home system. Simultaneously, the kids
can fully immerse into a pool party and
jam out to their favorite tunes emanating
from the Proficient granite rock speakers.

Combining the ease of control with
RTI remotes throughout the house in
addition to in-wall iPads, Lutron light
switches, and keypads, the clients have
shared with DeVance their delight in the
ease of entertaining throughout their new
outdoor paradise. CE Pro

DeVance AV Design
decked out a loggia
and cabana with
A/V and lighting,
part of a whole-
house RTI system.


