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Ford AV proves that ‘principle-based 
management’ not only still exists 
but can lead to 45 years of 
sustained growth and success 
with no end in sight. PAGE 28
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CI 2018 YEAR IN REVIEW: Projects

16 Projects Showcase  
Power of AV & Automation
Commercial Integrator 
put plenty of end-user 
solutions in the spotlight 
during 2018. These are 
some of our favorites, 
representing a range of 
applications and vertical 
markets served. 
By CI Editors

ommercial Integrator has a 
couple of vital roles for the AV 
integration community — at 
least, we see it that way. As 
the “business handbook for 

technology professionals,”  we write about 
innovative business practices by AV integra-
tion firms.

Secondly, and perhaps as important, 
we make it a priority to write about (and 
share photography of) the coolest and most 
innovative projects delivered to customers 
by these AV integraiton firms. At the end 
of the day, that’s why integration firms are 
in business — to solve their customers’ 
unique challenges.

Some of our favorite pages each month 
in CI are the two-page “Taking a Shot” 
and “TechDecisions Project of the Month” 
departments in which we get to show off the 
work of our integration firm readership. The 
following 16 solutions are among our favorite 
projects covered by CI and TD during 2018. 
Want to see your projects covered? So do 
wel. Reach out and discuss. 

C

More Projects Online!  
Go to Commercialintegrator.com/category/projects to find more details and photos from these projects, as well as many more. 

Lakers, AVAD Redefine Tech Training

When the NBA’s Los Angeles Lakers began planning their recently-unveiled 120,000 
square-foot training facility, the UCLA Health Training Center, nearly two years ago, the 
goal was to create a logical, clean and simple-to-use audio and video solution includ-
ing smart technology. The Lakers were referred by a long-time service provider to the 
Lakers, Robert Nishida of HDDS, to work with AVAD, a leading distributor of premium 
solutions, to create a centrally controlled solution with each system integrated with 
one another. Working with a unique client that was very interested in the technology 
going in and spent a lot of time doing their own research, AVAD completed a needs 
analysis to plan and to propose a solution to meet the current and future requirements. 
Throughout the project’s lifespan AVAD worked closely with the Lakers to complete the 
breathtaking new practice facility, which debuted last summer. AVAD provided specifi-
cation documents to allow the Lakers to interview integrators for the installation. After 
thorough evaluation, the Lakers selected Black Tiger, a Los Angeles-based integration 
company with previous experience with the organization.
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Scouting Report 
Technology solutions integrator Nor-Com 
has worked with the Cincinnati Reds’ The 
Great American Ball Park in Cincinnati since 
2014, and was tasked to design and imple-
ment a visual system that would put the 
stadium on the cutting edge. For the 2017 
season, the Cincinnati Reds added a new 
exclusive Champions Club, the Scouts Club, 
and the view level bar that all needed a 
state-of-the-art system to allow the Great 
American Ball Park to distribute HD video 
to a range of sources within each space.

With the stadium implementing a cen-
tralized IT infrastructure, Nor-Com didn’t 
hesitate to specify Just Add Power (J+P)’s 
Ultra HD Over IP products. Designed to 
scale to the format and size of any instal-
lation, J+P’s modular approach to video 
distribution provided the flexibility needed 
in such a large, complex project.

Using the platform, integrators can opti-
mize the current IP infrastructure to create 
a limitless 1080p up to 4K HDMI matrix 
using a 1Gb network and Cat-5e/6 cabling. 
Video can be routed anywhere, even a 
thousand feet apart. In addition, it offers 

any combination of inputs and outputs 
to meet the wide variety of sources and 
screen requirements often found in a large 
commercial installation like a sports venue.

Additional screens can be accommodated 
with another receiver while only another 
transmitter is needed to distribute each 
additional new video source. In addition, 
when screens are upgraded to 4K, only the 
receiver needs to be switched out, providing 
the organization with an economical way 
to transition to emerging formats. This can 
be a cost-effective alternative to deploy-
ing a large, fixed-format HDBaseT matrix 

that may not meet future needs. It can also 
be used in centralized and decentralized 
designs, or a mixture of both. 

Built-in scalers mean every display 
plays the highest resolution possible 
with ultra-low latency as sources are 
instantly switched from one to the next. 
Other features include HDCP protection, 
full power over Ethernet (PoE) commer-
cial-grade hardware, multichannel support 
including high-resolution digital audio 
formats, RS-232 or IR control of sources, 
and instant video wall modes for dynamic 
presentations.

Power Struggle
Electricity near Casa de Dios, Guatemala’s largest church, is expen-
sive and often unstable. Still, that couldn’t be an excuse for audio, 
video and lighting consultant and integrator Michael Garrison Asso-
ciates (MGA) as it provided power management and other solutions 
for its 12,000-seat sanctuary and two 250-seat and 350-seat chil-
dren’s theaters. The Fresno, Calif.-based AVL consulting firm speci-
fied LynTec electrical power control solutions for the main sanctuary 
as well as the new theaters.

“LynTec is a standard on our projects, but it was especially vital 
as we worked out the logistics of working in Guatemala on a proj-
ect of this scope,” says Michael Garrison, president and principal 
consultant, MGA.

“The proven safety and universal platform of LynTec’s power 
management control and audio, video and lighting solutions 
eliminated managing additional overhead and hurdles within 
our design and installation process. We knew that it would 
provide the power protection and user-friendly control the 
facility needed while enabling us to simplify the wiring for the 
electricians.”

To understand the stakes of this ambitious AVL project, it’s 
important to reflect on Casa de Dios and its unique challenges.


